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Ó Laighléis’ highly acclaimed novel tells the horrific and gruelling tale of teenager Alan’s slide into the world of drug addiction and his involvement with its murky and danger-filled underworld. Equally importantly, Hooked also relates the parents’story: Sandra’s world is thrown into turmoil, first by the realisation that her seventeen-year-old son is in the throes of heroin addiction and then by the discovery of her husband’s infidelity. There are no ribbons wrapped around the story here – it is hard, factual and written with sensitivity and skill.

“It is a riveting story based on every parent’s nightmare.”
Lorna Siggins, The Irish Times
“Ó Laighléis deftly favours creating a dark side of urban life over sledge-hammering the reader with ‘Just Say No’ messages; the horrors of heroin addiction are revealed within the story itself and, thankfully, the author avoids any preachy commentary.”
Educationmatters, Ireland on Sunday
“Hooked inhabits the world of well-off middle-class Dublin… with all its urban angst, moral decay, drug addiction, loneliness and teen attitudes and problems.”
Patrick Brennan, Irish Independent
“Ré Ó Laighléis speaks the language of those for whom Hooked will strike a familiar chord. If it makes people stop and think – as it undoubtedly will – it will have achieved more than all the anti-drug promotional campaigns we could ever begin to create.”
News Focus, The Mayo News
“Ó Laighléis deftly walks that path between teenage and adult literature, resulting in a book that will have wide appeal for both young and older readers.”
Paddy Kehoe, RTÉ Guide
“The book pulls no punches and there are no happy endings.”
Colin Kerr, News of the World
"Not for the faint-hearted."
Books Ireland
"His raw and concise writing style peels the layers from a shadowy topic and makes it accessible for both teenagers and their parents."
Samantha Novick, Limerick Leader Weekender
